Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
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Romans: Burden of Teaching

® Three overall burdens are behind Paul’s epistle to the Romans

1.The joining of both Jews and Greeks in one church necessitated
defining their salvation “in Christ” in ways transcending both their
former Jewish religion and the Gentile’s Graeco-Roman culture

2.Paul used the sharp two-edged sword of the Living Word to separate
“soul and spirit” and reveal the deepest spiritual way of holiness as the
work of the cross nullifies sinful flesh and builds the inner spirit life

3. The “mystery” of why the Jews had rejected their Messiah while the
Gentiles so abundantly accepted Him must be explained as a part of
God’s larger predestined plan in Romans 9-11



Romans - Paul’s Testimony

Paul now begins his epistle by revealing its theme: the righteousness of

God in Christ

Rom. 1.16 He starts with a strong statement for which he has received
great opposition both by Jews and Greeks: “I am not ashamed of the
gospel....

 Why are christians ashamed of the gospel?

* Why would Timothy be tempted to be ashamed? How can this
apply to our lives? (2 Tim 1.8)

e In Mark 8.38, in what specific way would a disciple reveal he is
ashamed?
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Romans 1.16-17 The Gospel
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e Paul gave the right reason for not being ashamed:

1. the gospel when it is heard has the power of God to save to all who
believe.

2. Not ashamed because Paul has seen the power of the Holy Spirit
convict men and women as it is preached

3.  Only when this gospel is preached can we find out whom God is
calling to salvation

4. Paul is not ashamed because he knows that the gospel is a matter
of eternal life or death

5. Paul has seen that “everyone who believes” includes all kinds of
people one would never expect: rich and poor; small or great; wise
or foolish; slave of free
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Romans 1.18-32 The Wrath of God
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* Introduction: why talk about the ‘wrath of God’?

A. Not being ashamed of God means telling the truth about
Him

1. God is love, righteous, holy, Light
2. God cannot be love without wrath (rejected love)

3. People ‘imagine’ God either as a doting Grandpa who
‘lets live’ or a Demanding and Unpredictable God
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e Introduction: why talk about the ‘wrath of God’?

B. A revelation of the wrath of God is the first proof of His
righteousness

(Ist - righteousness of conscience convicts of sin)
(2nd - righteousness of the Law reveals rules of measure)

C. Paul’s argument is that man cannot attain righteousness
by either of these and therefore is under the wrath of God
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I1. ‘wrath of God’ defined and revealed
A. 2 words for wrath in N'T

1. thumos - outburst of anger openly displayed (rom 2.8) - final
anger

2. orgé - slow build up of anger with an eventual judgment (rom

2.5)

B. In rom 1.18 orgé is used and the picture is like a dam with
waters of judgment building up behind
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1. Because all men are under this wrath and most
don’t realize it - rom 2.1-2

2. Because in forbearance God does not want any
man to perish - rom 2.4
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I1. ‘wrath of God’ defined and revealed

C. Question - why was this wrath secretly

building up behind a wall of judgment?

3. Because God in forbearance waited until His
only Son Jesus could come and by death turn
away the wrath of God (the dam of judgment
broke upon Him instead of us) - rom 3.21-26
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D. Question - how is this wrath revealed if it is secretly

building up behind a wall of judgment? (1.18)

1. the signs of coming wrath are subtle but become
progressively clearer as the world’s direction

2. God does not ‘strike back’ in wrath

3. God “let’s go” of His loving restraints - rom 1.24, 26, 28
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I1I. Description of man’s unrighteousness that evokes the ‘wrath of God’

1.18-21

A. 1.18-19 Men instinctively know God but ‘suppress’ the truth
about Him

B. 1.20-21 Creation witnesses that God is a ‘supreme being’ to be
respected

1. Man’s refusal to ‘respect’ Him is willful (not ignorant) unbelief

2. They refused to ‘thank Him for life’
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A. Istlevel 1.21-24 Man’s heart is darkened as he denies a
Supreme God and speculates about gods made in man’s image

1. 1.22-3 Man can control religions of idols, orgies and
nature worship

2. God ‘lets go’ and man’s nobility and spiritual nature give
way to his lower animal drives, lusts and gratification
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B. 2nd level Rom 1.25-27 God ‘lets go’ and man is consumed by

his own passions (pathos)

1. Man’s passions eventually are no longer satisfied by normal
marital sexuality resulting in darker heterosexual immorality
and sadomasochistic perversions

2. 1.27 Homosexual behavior is just another step downward
as man degrades his image, identity and spiritual life
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C. 3rd level 1.28-32 God ‘gives man over’ to the deadly fruits of

a godless society

1. 1.28-31 Man’s depraved mind pursues defiant and self-

centered agenda that create anarchy and crude behavior

2. 1.32 As more social restraints and conventions are
abandoned, men boast of their vile actions and make heroes
of those most immoral and destructive



Romans: Burden of Teaching

* Look over the list of 21 descriptions of corrupt
society (1.29-31). Do you see the USA in this
devolving pattern?

* Do you think the runaway lusts and excesses of a
sexually preoccupied society are linked in some way
to homosexual passions and practices?

 What would you say are the three restraining forces
that are lifted off mankind as ‘God gives them up’
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