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Intro/Review of
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-1 and 2 Peter were written around 63-66 AD during Nero’s rule and

fierce persecution of Christians. Peter was martyred around 66-68 AD,
shortly before Paul, according to tradition. Peter was crucified upside
down, and Paul was beheaded (being a Roman citizen).
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-In his first letter, Peter exhorts us to follow Christ through sufferings and

trials, enabled by Christ’s love. It is based on his own experience, shared
for our experience — very subjective letter.
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- As sojourners, we see/recognize and know (oida) Christ in our daily

situations, we suffer for Christ, we care for the sheep (as in John 21
for Peter): We are seeking Christ’s inheritance and glory in His
kingdom (both now and future).
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- In his second letter, Peter exhorts us to grow in the full knowledge of

Christ by increasingly apprehending Jesus as the Son of God in our
hearts, and to diligently live out holy lives to hasten Christ’s return.
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- 1. Grow in the Full Knowledge of Christ
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2 Peter - 2. Use Diligence
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- 5. Partakers of Divine Nature
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*2 Pet. 1:2-4 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God

and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us
by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
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- Knowledge = epignosis = means full knowledge (objective). Used 4

times. Grow in the full knowledge of our Lord Jesus. Paul’s keyword
in Ephesians; Peter refers to Paul’s letters in his letter.
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*2 Pet. 1:2-4 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which
have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust.
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‘In 2 Peter, he only uses “gnosis” the Greek word for knowledge (objective). In 1
Peter, he only uses “oida” for knowledge (subjective). Why? Both objective and
subjective knowledge are needed. Experience and truth go hand in hand.
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‘We become partakers of divine nature as we gain full-knowledge of Jesus Christ.

2RMTEREEHREER - RMmESTEEED -



2 Peter
MIS1ESE

1. Grow in the Full
Knowledge of Lord
Jesus

| FEFE N s EERAE
BYRs8 =&

* 2 Pet.1: 16-20 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known
(thoroughly) to you the power and coming (Parousia) of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the
Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for
we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of

all

PEAZ1:16-20 RAVHE AT AT EARGRILF 09 K AL Fo bl (R BG 89 F 537401 (BUR/&38R) , it
RAMHFEFIREGR T, 7HARRLBGEE, RSV FEFREORIE, X
RAZLFPHETEAR, A [BERENET, RATERY. | KMARREZLGFE,
RARAEEFTRREER., BMEA LB ENTAS, WRERBRARR. RMEESHRAT
EEE, AFARER, RELARMOEBIRANGKE, T2F4. F—2FY, Jpulg
LA MTRE RA TR TR ;

-This is a key passage in 2 Peter. Knowing our Lord Jesus as the Son of God more and
more in our hearts until He returns is vital. Peter missed this importance when he was on
the mount of transfiguration, but afterwards this revelation increased more and more in his
own heart. Peter wants to put this in our minds as he foresees his dying soon (v.12-15)
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* 2 Pet.1: 16-20 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known
(thoroughly ) to you the power and coming (Parousia) of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God
the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne
from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all
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‘In 2 Peter, Peter always addresses Jesus as Lord, Christ, and/or Savior. Jesus as the
Son of God, in glory, became increasingly revealed in Peter’s heart — this revelation
also needs to continually deepen in our hearts until Christ’s coming (Parousia).
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- Diligence/Diligent Repeated 3 times
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2 PEter + 2 Pet. 1:10,11 be even more diligent to make your call and election sure,

for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be
/484 E supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
‘r ‘fﬁ-‘-'f — Savior Jesus Christ.
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* 2 Pet. 1:15 but 1 will use diligence, that after my departure ye should have
also, at any time, [in your power] to call to mind these things.
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* 2 Pet.3:14 Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be
found of him in peace, without spot and blameless
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- Peter encourages us to be diligent: not to stumble, enter into

the (millennium) kingdom, be mindful of parousia, be found in
Christ without spot/blameless
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- We cannot be lax or passive about the Lord’s coming and our

conduct.
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* 2 Pet. 1:10,11 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make

your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will
never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
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- Peter is addressing this letter to the brethren, ie,

those who are saved.
REZSEEB24AF MW (THE  BLEESEEBHRHA)
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‘The goal is to enter into the kingdom richly, ie, not all saved
children enter into the kingdom richly. This refers to the
millennium, which is by reward, in addition to grace: that is what
he means to make your call and election sure, not referring to
salvation to eternal life which is by grace only.
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-Are we diligent to richly enter into the millennial kingdom?
Where is our diligence: self, family, enjoyment, world,
“passion”?
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- Coming = Parousia = advent of Christ’s return. Used 3 times.
- BR =B =EENBR (K3 =R)

* 2 Pet. 1:16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made

known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eyewitnesses of His majesty.
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* 2 Pet. 3:4 "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell

asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”
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* 2 Pet. 3:12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of

which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat?
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- How do we view Christ’s second coming? Most

missed Christ’s first coming. Is His second coming
important to me? How is His coming factored in my

life, plans, goals, service?
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-Godliness used 3 times, plus divine nature
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*2 Pet. 1:4 given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be
partakers of the divine nature
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*2 Pet. 1:5-8 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self- control, to self- control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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*2 Pet. 3:11,12,14 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be
in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God...14 since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace.
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- As we behold Jesus Christ as the Son of God in our hearts,

we are being transformed to His likeness as sons.
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- Warning of false teachers, fallen angels, destruction of the

earth. All things will pass away — even this earth and heavens
will be burned, dissolved. But only Christ and those who have
Christ’s life will be found in His everlasting kingdom.
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-Growing in the full-knowledge of Jesus Christ as the Son of God
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-As we see Jesus Christ as the Son of God in our hearts, we will be

enlightened and become partakers of the divine nature, and we will be
transformed in our souls (salvation of the soul in 1 Peter) even as Jesus
was transfigured as the glorious Son of Man.
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*We need to be diligent in how we live as Christ-like (self, family, service),

without spot or blemish, in order to usher in the millennium kingdom.
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*As our hearts apprehend Jesus Christ as the Son of God, may we have the

full knowledge of Son.
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