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Themes in the Epistle {15 BIE £ &8

The Epistle can be divided by predominant thought in three main sections:

1:1-2:10 | Salvation IS
2:11-3:12 | Submission JIIE AR
3:13-5:11 | Suffering )

The Salvation of the Soul seems to be the common unifying theme of the 3
sections (1:9; 2:25; 4:19). ERMHE R EF =R 2 PRI T RE



Salvation of the Soul Defined =58 A4 & B 7€ 2=

The Epistle opens speaking of our salvation (1:3-9)

It consists of 3 distinct aspects: E{EFRFERIH MM BN =EFm:

e Salvation of the Spirit ZERIFE(1:3)
e Salvation of the Body #2A0$K & (1:5)
e Salvation of the Soul FRFIFKE(1:9)

Salvation of the Soul: the purification/transformation work of the Holy Spirit
in the believer’s soul, after regeneration, conforming us to the image of Christ

OB REEE 2%, DEEEROTETINILS, BHNIE ATERME
REE R E



Salvation in Scripture ZE & F
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Salvation of the Soul from Peter’s Backeround (1)

RS EFDRAOKE (1)

Peter's confession is a pivotal event in the Synoptic Gospels (Matt 16:16-28)
BENESEAENZEEESEZNRARSEE (BXET 16:15-28)
It must have caused a rather deep impression on Peter (1Pet 2:4,5)

EHEERSEHLPBETEEMONR (RIS 24, 5)
The Salvation of the Soul is an integral part of the story (Matt 16:25)

MM B EZE, EREEENRED (EXEF16:25)

The story illustrates what happens on the initial salvation of every believer:
EEHEEETEE—EEIMAS LEFIRK:

1. He s the Living Stone, we also become living stones in the spiritual House #h2&a, &Mt
thE=RENER

2. New spiritual constitution (like our Lord's) AR, BER NE (BE—)

3.  From dust to stone ##E T+ ¥ G5E



Salvation of the Soul from Peter’s Backeround (2)

RS EFROKE (2)

Our Lord's “extra” revelation to Peter: He is going to fulfill God S Purpose using those living stones
(v.18) M EH MG A BUR M ERASEFTARTRENE

But there is an enormous problem getting in the way: Peter's undealt soul (v. 21-23)

EERF—EEXRMMHEERE  KFRAZBHMIZR (21-234i)

There's nothing necessarily sinful in view but is still self-originated, independent from the Lord... the
venom of the Serpent, injected in the garden, is there (v. 23)5EEAX—E 2 FHEE, MBHCH K,
T/ . EREFEETFEFEIREANENSR

All the soul's faculties are in view: BZ—TFE—EHHMATHE:

fai

1. Emotion: Peter acts out of natural affection for his Master (“be kind to Thyself”) {2 : {15 7£3
HRERXAANE ("BESHFME2")

2. Mind: Peter is not setting his mind in God’ s interests iR : Ef/x”ﬁﬂ-rﬂﬂﬂ’]lu,uﬁﬂf?fliE’]*UE

3.  Will: Peter's will is prevailing over God's E& RSN EESERBHNE



Salvation of the Soul from Peter’s Backeround (3)

ER SRR EABRARE ()

What's the Lord’s remedy? FMIZAARH L ?
“...deny himself... follow Me” (Matt 16:24) “...3&C...FR1EH" (KX 16:24)

i.e., don't live by your soul life (deny)

T%?E%H’BEE’JE iimiE dES)
but by your new spiritual constitution in Christ (follow Me).

MeREREEBEEIRERVAEdm HREER).
That describes the salvation of the soul (Matt 16:25) & Ft R T SRAYRUE(K 16:25)

When we deny ourselves and follow our Lord, our soul is suffering loss at that moment;

EHMIEC, RIEE AR, RIS EREZ/K;

but in reality it is being purified, transformed, and ultimately saved.

BER L, BMNROERKERSE B, URTEHERK.




Salvation of the Soul and Suffering Z58 Ay R B2 B &%

In 1:7 a gold refining metaphor is used to describe the Salvation of the Soul

1.7 A€ FoR LM EB AR

1. God has the end result in view (1:9) fa&NEEARFZ L RIR % (1:9)
...salvation of the soul (i.e., soul transformed/purified)

BE E’]*&IL:\(BEE,]E%J? = /$)

3. theres paln mvolved in the process (almost incidental)

Suffering as the appointed way to glory: 5:10; 4:13; Rom 5:1-3; 2Cor 4:17; etc
%5 = RRIENDIE 218

Examples from both Testaments: Joseph, Moses, David, Job, Paul, etc...

T hpflF N, B, K&, 108, K. ..



Salvation of the Soul and Submission % A48 =L B IE Al

But suffering in itself is no guarantee that God's intended effect will be produced

2 A5 A A BEIREE 0 T E B B R AL

There's an indispensable attitude required on our part: submission

AIEME EFE—EFFTRRAEE TR

The Shepherd of our soul: submission to the Lord implied (2:25)
F ISR B ZEE 2N F AT ¥ £ IIERR (2:25)

The example of our Lord (2:18-24)
F AT ERIER (2:18-24)



Salvation of the Soul and Faith B RO R R ER(E

N

I

]]II

Another essential requirement implied:

1.

Salvation of the Soul is a process and faith is the implied attitude
throughout (1:9)
MR 2 —EBERE, B LERREREFTMEE (1:9)

Only when we trust the Lord we can submit to Him in the midst of
sufferings

WEHERT HMTreaEBsch, L8 CXEHRH

Otherwise we “kick and scream” and miss an opportunity

RARMREABRE, MEXTHE

We may not know why but we know Whom (consciousness of God)

HMEGET A eEsE £ AR, ERMMEHEZRMEE



Fvidences of the Salvation of the Soul Z5% A9 R 2 p 25 4

If the process is running its normal course there will be evidences: EfEIE&

TRl ERKRIEE:

1. the crucial horizontal dimension (1:22; 4:8) ZEEE#rIKFESHE

2. ..which proves spiritual reality (1:22; 2:1) EEZHERENRE

3. well-doing: the hallmark of true submission (2:12,14,20; 3:2,6,11,16,17;
4:19) #FRIAT & R EIEIERRAEFE

4, even though there's suffering involved, there’'s an underlying note of joy
(1:6,8; 4:13) MR AERE, BEREEET/BEMNEE



Final thoughts #&%&

Two words of balance/caution... B A mE R EE/IZEE

1. Denying the soul does not mean soul annihilation

e G TR ERFEFRNER

2. Suffering does not mean an ascetic outlook of life (4:19) (“The Christian’s
choice is not for suffering but for the will of God” ~ O.Chambers)
SEIAEREHGFERTESTE, T1T ( EFRNEEFTRAEZTZE, MEEH
= ~ E0H



