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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second
half of the gospel
mAEE | 3T FRIMER rEENEIFET

Matthew 13: the gospel of the Kingdom
has come to an obviously critical moment g
in Jesus’ ministry
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1. Great Popularity among Galileans and |
surrounding Gentile provinces : mm 0f 2 [ ' d
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2. Dangerous Opposition from the leaders Sl i ss i
of Israel
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Matthew 13 Parables of the Kingdom
BAXmEE135EERILLE

The Disciples needed to understand the Kingdom more fuIIy
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1 The disciples saw the King do many mighty
. acts by His authority as the Messiah of Israel
was promised to do
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. 2. The disciples saw his huge popularity of Jesus
! ministry with the people as the kingdom

o . seemed to be openly manifest wherever Jesus
9 . went
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Matthew 13 Parables of the Kingdom
BXma135EERILLE

The Disciples needed to understand the ngdom more fuIIy
' FATEMR 5T E YRR

3 But why was Israel not wholly embracing
their Messiah and why especially were the
leaders becoming dangerously opposed to
everything he did?
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Matt. 13.10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to
them in parables?”
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Matt. 13.11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.
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! Matt. 13.12-13 “For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have
} an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken | :
? away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables... o
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Matthew13: Kingdom Parables taken in Context
SBT3 : BEHSHNER

A. These parables (lit. in Gk. “to set in parallel” or “to set side by side”) actually compare
2 kingdoms as Jesus spoke to the Jews of His day: the natural kingdom of the Jews
and the kingdom of the heavens
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1. The ‘natural’ kingdom was familiar to Israel with its covenant, outward righteousness, Temple
and synagog worship, their ‘king’ and particularly their religious leaders
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a. Most Jew felt they were already a part of the kingdom because they were circumcised and kept
the Law as a “son of the covenant”
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b. They would equate the kingdom as all God-fearing Jews and expected when the messiah came
they would enjoy their inheritance promised to Abraham’s children
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Matthew13: Kingdom Parables taken in Context
SBT3 : BEHSHNER

2. The kingdom of the heavens as defined by John the Baptist and then Jesus involved a
spiritual entry through repentance, new birth and then faith and obedience to Jesus their

Messiah who was already “at hand”
TR SBAIERERPTBRIRIKEY, BB RN, &%, ABEEANEE, |
WEREIVRIERAMUELE NEEIRE BRBEL ¢

a. As opposition intensified Jesus included their leaders as part of “an evil
and adulterous generation” whose hypocrisy was rejecting the Kingdom
of the heavens Matt. 12:39
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b. By contrast he called those who denied themselves to follow him “the
sons of the kingdom” Matt. 13.38

MBEEZN, MBAEECREMNAR [BEZS] (BXEE 13.38)

a B. These 8 parables in Matthew 13 will compare/contrast the ‘outward appearance’
& of the Jewish ‘natural’ kingdom with the ‘spiritual reality’ of the kingdom of the
=) heavens (according to the Messiah’s definition)
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Parable of the }. »»
Sower St

Matthew S5 X185 13.3-9, 18-23
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Kingdom Growth by Living Seed
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August, 28 A.D. transition from Jesus’
Jd5 = ;

Context 5= 2nd ‘Year of Popularity’ into his 3rd
‘Year of Opposition’
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Matt. 13.1 That same day [esus went out of EAZIMBISE=(E TEEZE,

b

the house and sat beside the sea.
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HATE Vo o Matthew’'s Remembrance
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Matt. 13.2 And great crowds gathered about
him, so that he gOt into a boat and sat down. 1. “That same day” * Matthew connects
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. chapter 12 & 13 remembering that

K13: 2 52 N2 A EER4E > fh 115 these parables were spoken on the

AR 0 BAEBYEAE R | o same day Jesus vyas blasphemed.by
the people, Pharisees and even his

Matt. 13.3 And he told them many things in own family
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow.
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2. Matthew notes the “great crowds”
that followed him at this point as he
ministered in Galilee
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3. A boat (probably Peter’s) became
Jesus’ outdoor pulpit
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. “Many things” about the kingdom
Jesus Teaches the People by the Sea, (1886-1896) are now presented to the crowd but
I 4R 7 M S A now wrapped in a veil of parables
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Matthew 13:Parable of the Sower
BEXiEe135 | BFERILLE

Three keys to understand the meaning of the parable
TR S =AY =1CiER

#1. These parables all reveal something
about the kingdom of the heavens
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The secrets of the kingdom of heaven &< ;2 B89 BRH)

The word of the kingdom EREHVEEEE Kl&g&gg P
| — v HEAVEN IS
The kingdom of heaven is like REIE{% ﬂ [LIWIE

The kingdom of heaven is like XER¥5{5: 5K

The kingdom of heaven is like RERIS{%

They will gather out of his kingdom FE#NWERE 2 IMIIA




Matthew 13 Parable of the Sower
BEXiEe135 | BFERILLE

Three keys to understand the meaning of the parable
TR S =AY =1CiER

#1. These parables all reveal something
about the kingdom of the heavens
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9.13:45 | The kingdom of heaven is like KBRS | L

10. 13: 47| The kingdom of heaven is like REIEZR

11. 13: 52 | Trained for the kingdom of heaven RZERXBERHY|| 4k




Matthew 13:Parable of the Sower
BEXiEe135 | BFERILLE

Three keys to understand the meaning of the parable
T RIS SRR =1E iR

#2. The kingdom of the heavens came by the King sowing the kingdom
gospel into the field of the world.
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1. Jesus is the Sower who is sowing by preaching the gospel
of the kingdom of the heavens
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2. The same good seed is sown generously upon all 4 kinds ofé
soil in this world without discrimination of receptivity or :
rejection; fruitfulness or barrenness
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3. The field in these parables is consistently “the world” and
seems to include gentiles beyond Israel
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Matthew 13:Parable of the Sower -
EATES13E | BIShOLLS

Three keys to understand the meaning of the parable B
THRLAE R =ERR F}

#3. The “seed” of the kingdom is the Word of saving grace which J
produces life and fruitfulness in the soil that receives it. }
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1. The quality of the seed or the proficiency of the
sower are never the issue
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2. The condition of the ‘soil’ receiving the seed is the Jhe Sowenr, EA
issue in this parable the Seed, &
SRR (TR ARSSERNEEAE - and lhe Soilp ’g’
3. The seedtime is “now” as the seed is being sown {
(the soil’s condition may change in a new season) :
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Matt. 13.3b “A sower went out to sow.

K132 3N T R Y 240

Matt. 13.4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell
along the path, and the birds came and
devoured them.

K13+ 4 BRI > A VAERR S 1Y -

Matt. 13.5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and
immediately they sprang up, since they had
no depth of soil,

K13 : 5 Ffe AT ER >
BEATR > Bl o

Matt. 13.6 but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away.

K13 : 6 HEHHAR—E > FRAR
WL T

Context: there may have been
someone actually sowing in the
surrounding wheat fields of
Galilee at that moment

TN : ERcEEERIBAE
IFIFIEERZE REREE

Four Soils PUi&E 1 1=

1. “The path”: hard packed soil

which prevented reception allowing
the birds to snatch seed away

(57 1« BRREAYTIE > Wilhx
% 0 BORSHEER T

. “The rocky ground”: a thin layer
of soil over bedrock and therefore
shallow and unable to grow roots
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Parable of the Sower

D] Al

Matt. 13.7 Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them.

K13 = 7 HHAEFBALAY » TR
ML T -

Matt. 13.8 Other seeds fell on good soil
and produced grain, some a hundredfold,
some Sixty, some thirty.

K13 0 8 XA EIENF AR > A E
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Matt. 13.9 He who has ears, let him

hear.”

K13 2 9 FHAIHER > SUEETE -

Four Soils [Uf& 11

. “Among thorns”: seed germinates

but later is choked out by weeds
[HEFRIBAE ) P8 > (HIR
IR AT

. “Good soil”: receives, germinates,

takes root enabling an abundant
crop

MaFt ) s Bl BEE > AR
E/E

CLUE: “He who has ears,
let him hear.”
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Parable of the Sower

BRILLIG

"‘ Matt. 13.10 Then the disciples came and said to
-\ him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”

L K13 10 PYABERTAC  MIERERS : TEERA
5 w2 Ry LIS FH LT 2 |

1 Matt. 13.11 And he answered them, “To you it
| has been given to know the secrets of the

- | kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been
- | given.

S KI5 U REREA TR -

o S AP » A P -
| Matt. 13.12 For to the one who has, more will be
- § given, and he will have an abundance, but from
‘; the one who has not, even what he has will be
L taken away.
K13 12 LA SR » MR -

} JLEATH » AT - B
1l Matt. 13.13 This is why I speak to them in

'}‘ parables, because seeing they do not see, and
5 5 hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
O K13+ 13 AR I > B
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Matt. 13.14-15 Indeed, in their case the
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: “*“You
will indeed hear but never understand, and you
will indeed see but never perceive.” For this

people’s heart has grown dull, and with their =g
ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they t‘".,‘ :
have closed, lest they should see with their \
eyes and hear with their ears and understand o

with their heart and turn, and I would heal
them.’

K13 ¢ 14-15 a5 | IEJE ¥ ARy TH
5wt s MRMBEREIER - A4
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Matt. 13.17 For truly, I say to you, many /
prophets and righteous people longed to see ooy
what you see, and did not see it, and to hear

what you hear, and did not hear it.

K13 + 17 RECAER TR » RERTATRFS SR >
B BRI AR :

B> SRR EERY AN AR, -




Disciples Privately Question
| F5¢ ﬁ%TﬁMﬁg

“Why the change in teaching method?”

AT T ZERIA T

1. The parables divide hearers who

“have” and those who ‘“have not”
(“those who are outside” MKk.4.11)

i Le R IR R i T4 1 BN
M A A
( TAEAN] -RErrEd411)

. Jesus’ method reveals that there
are spiritual conditions for
someone to understand the
mysteries behind these parables

Hﬁﬁﬂ’ﬁﬂfgﬁi‘ LW H 48 Lo by
BRI > 52— LB TR RAT

3. Quoting from Isa.6 Jesus reveals

that understanding life in the
kingdom has always been a matter
of heart and not intellectual
intelligence

HRERS 2t A2 i 2 6 BE > #5322
TFRE PR Ay o —EHR DY
1R o iR ) R B ) R

. Jesus came to open hidden secrets

of the kingdom which prophets of
old longed to see and hear

B A5 3 3T 3 3 1 LR,
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Matt. 13.18 “Hear then the parable of the
sower:

K13 18 iy LLORAM B 3 FalPeE 1 Ee iy -

Matt. 13.19 When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what has
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path.

K13 : 19 FLEERR BE HLA BBE

iy o R

T > AT EAL R >
T 5 ERBAERSER T -

Matt. 13.20 As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy,

K13 : 20 e A BEM ERY > SR ANEET
o H MKESR

Matt. 13.21 yet he has no root in himself, but
endures for a while, and when tribulation or
persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately he falls away.

K13 = 21 JEROH AR » AR E R
KR BEE T B T
&8 o LA T o

Matt. 13.22 As for what was sown among

thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but
the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

13 : 22 %’Eflft‘#ﬁﬂiﬂi@ﬂél %%Aﬁiu?‘fé ’
i‘E‘, B T 7F ﬁ%m

Matt. 13.23 As for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and

understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields,

in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
in another thirty.”
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Spiritual Interpretation

BELE

Key issue is
“an understanding heart”

[REH EH AL

TR a1

“Understand” lit. in Gk “to put
together”; to comprehend something;
to pay attention to what is heard - to
consider a word as speaking “about me”

Fﬁ@tﬁj

"BHR 1 £ ﬁ‘?ﬂfﬁi@
FH R L L

%“ﬁ?ﬁkfﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁ

)

Jesus reveals that this understanding
is something that occurs in the heart

and not the mind

Hifikig s 7 s fERAE

A EfiEERY

y et

EOMETD

Matt. 13.13 This is why I speak to them in

parables, because seeing they do not see, and

hearing they do not hear, nor do they

understand.

K13:13 Fr A3 Eemar s A > =2
ffEWLE AR > SRS
wAHE -

Matt. 13.14.. You will indeed hear but never
understand

AK13:14 - AR PR EIER - AR H

Matt. 13.15 ... lest they should...
understand with their heart

A13:15 35 [ - 2ME - LB E

Matt. 13.19 When anyone hears the word of

the kingdom and does not understand it, the

evil one comes and snatches away what has

been sown in his heart.

AK13:19 JLEER R BUEBIA B H ) > AREH
R > EHTRAE MO R - TR

Matt. 13.23 As for what was sown on good
soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it.

A13:23 fcfe s ERY > iR ASEBE T
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F.our-fold process of understanding the spiritual.
reality of the kingdom

Throughout the NT 4 spiritual
exercises are needed to
understand the revelations of
God:

EERFIP - FEMEEZEAVREE
2R T BRTHRYRNR
1. Seeing ER
2. Hearing 525
3. Understanding with the heart /(>4 H
4. Obeying JIE#E

IF YOU KNOW THESE
THINGS, YOU WILL BE
BLESSED IF YOU DO THEM.
~JOHN 13:17
{RPIEEFEES -
aeEfTMmBRETs
-KBEE13:17

:Matt. 13.15 For this people’s heart has grown dull, and

- with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they

: have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear
éwith their ears and understand with their heart and turn,
‘and I would heal them.’

K 13:15 R E R EE 70 BISRE 0 ARESPE > RN
IREEER > B3R > OEWH » miEsHR > Rl BRI -
EMatt. 13.16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and
:your ears, for they hear.
K136 AR PAIRIS AR - WABR T > WM |
AR HBERT - :
J ohn 13.17 “If you know these things, you are blessed if
:you do them.

130T RN ANEIE S - HREBTRAET :
:Rev.1.3 Rev. 1.3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of

: this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take '
gto heart what is written in it, because the time is near.
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Parable of the Sower

D] Al

Matt. 13.18 “Hear then the parable of the
sower:

K13 = 18 Fy LLORAM & 3 FalUfeE 1 B Iy -

Matt. 13.19 When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what has
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path.

K13 19 FLEERKRBUEHAB HE >
SRR o FCFTRAERf DA
T BHERAERFHT o |

Matt. 13.20 As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy,

K13 : 20 fe A B BRY > SR ANEE Y

e AL T A
H 0 H MEKEER

Spiritual Interpretation

for

B

God sows his gracious Word;
PR AR 2555
man is responsible before God

his own heart’s condition when the
seed is sown

TERRERE > NZ R H ARDRBRER

1. Hard hearted. pays no attention; doesn’t

listen or care; foolish talk; evil one snatches
seed off the path

RELo - DR 5 AHREA B 5
HUBIRIYES 5 B EE RS T

. Bedrock thin heart. Initially receives
(not understands) with joyful emotions; a fair
weather disciple; the Word about a cross
missed; no stamina; no roots; unable to suffer
under persecution or trials

FE i O el SRR OBz (A EE
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Matt. 13.21 yet he has no root in himself, but Spil"itUﬂ' Interpretation
endures for a while, and when tribulation or = H'Jﬁq:%%

4

immediately he falls away.

K13 : 21 RELCHER AR » AREERE 3. Thorny heart. double minded
B Bkl T R 2T (hearted) torn between God and S
a A o SRR T o mammon cannot sustain both grain
: I SLABUERIE] T and weeds; worldly thorns of cares
Matt. 13.22 As for what was sown among and riches choke out the faith to seek
L thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but first the kingdom
| the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of )L = ‘LP—AJL; (Z0) AEFA
ﬁ riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. FEPY 2 BIFRFL ° A BEF] IR 22
o K13 2 22 JAEFRIBARRY o R NE 28 FERE 5 Jo8 1hE P 2 R R A O TR
i Bk AT RIS - SRR - VR T 5 R BR300 -
e EP T > DREEE -
& | . Good heart. understands Word
i M.at.t. 13.23 As for what was sown on good soil, “with an honest and good heart”
this is the one who hears the word and (Lu.8.15) believes Word is for him;

A %tnderstands it. He indeed b.ears fruit ar%d yields, obeys; bears fruit.
. in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
l

i O othor hirsy,” IFt- TR EZ R .G (3% 8.15)
[

kB:%ﬁfﬁmim,%%A%ﬁ%E W - AR R R TR Y
 BAAEE AT ~ A MR 5 iy
A+%m A=AAERY -

persecution arises on account of the word, ke



Interpreting Parable of the Sower

Jipt T U ) L M

1. 2 lesson for the disciples 45P54E(FIBY —{ET)EE:

a. The good news of the kingdom meets with various responses and explains
why there is opposition

BENGERBEISERE @ IFREMISEARY

b. Don’t be fooled by looking at appearances: size of crowds, enthusiasm when
assessing the kingdom: The king is popular now in the ‘natural’ kingdom but
real kingdom disciples will prove to be much fewer

EHEBIEE © RBRINRATRERR : ABFHIENE ~ 24U : EIRAERE KRR
BEIEPRZEC - ERENBIEPIERSVFZ
2. The outer size of the kingdom will be greater than its reality in this present age

but the sower is never discouraged because sowing the Word is God’s kingdom
method

FEEERA @ BENIMERES ARENSRAE @ (BRENAREARTL -
FR~BEEEsanEE LA
3. Kingdom seed of Word is to be sown without partiality because the gospel is

living and powerful and will germinate in those with a “good heart”- THIS is the
real Kingdom of the heavens

REIRENESEZANREEME T - ARESDE » FRENN BES GBIV By A
B 3 — S =_REIENXE
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Interpreting Parable of the Sower

Jipt T U ) L M

4. In the end only God knows who is really in the kingdom (we only
observe fruit and witness spirit)

&% 0 RAEAEHERIEEBEENA (FFAR SRRFNREEE)

5. The kingdom gospel reveals that every man has the freedom of
choice and is responsible for the condition of their heart when the
word is heard

REBSRITSEASFERENED - WHIREIKNLVEES

a. By God’s mercy, He continually sows the seed so that the heart which
may reject it now may be softened to receive it later (He does not just
S0 once only before judgment)

REBEVEHE SRS - FIREQREEB T - BEYEMCMmiES
(AR ESFHIRIH—RESTME)

b. At any given moment even a disciple’s heart is likely to be found in any
of these 4 heart conditions and so the Holy Spirit is always faithfully
‘plowing’ our hearts to soften the soll

EEAEHE - BMERPIER MD IJRERRIRE IR VR IPEYIEI—FE
RUCERBRE DIV [Fifzl FRFIBIL > ELTERIE




Interpreting Parable of the Sower

Jipt T U ) L M

6. There is a prophetic meaning of “seed” for Israel as a reference to

“the Remnant”

LIeSIR 18] BESHEE ' =6 [6rK)

a. Note the curious phrase “He that was sown...” in Jesus’ interpretation

(v.19, 20, 22, 23)
TR AR P FREVEET
(19 ~ 20 ~ 22 ~ 23#F)

[HTE. ...l  (RISEESEREIERIN)

b. The word “seed” means offspring or descendants throughout the O.T.

[f8=] (seed) —saEE{BERLRELVC

HNRBEBAHES

c. InIsaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel ‘'seed’ became a term referring to the
“‘remnant” Is. 1:9 (LXX with Rom. 9:29), 6:13, 37:31, 43:5, Jer. 23:3,8

ELIEDE « BRRKEFNLIAGES > B3] NR—B5H5 0 15 [6rRl
TR (t+H2ANEER9:29), 6:13, 37:31, 43:5, ERFIKE 23:3,8

d. The messiah has come to “plant” His remnant as kingdom first fruits

(for those with ears to hear)
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Matthew13: Parable of the Sower
Fo KM 135 « Ui ) Bb Moy

Footnote on application of the parable for the Jews
AN FEFIE LI RIEEM]
There is a prophetic meaning of “seed” for Israel as a reference to “the Remnant”

Ledley "igf ) BRSHES ' 28 iR,

a. Note the curious phrase “He that was sown...” as Jesus
interprets the parable (v.19, 20, 22, 23)

T RERN AR DS IZAEED . B Olive Tree 2
(RSIEH 2 &EHIETER &) Romans 11:17 - 24

b. The word “seed” means offspring or descendants throughout PR Rl 2
the O.T. S E11:17-24

[785] (seed) —FIAERBEEREENPRISBRAVEE

c. In Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel ‘seed’ became a term
referring to the “remnant”

FELIEDE ~ BBRKEMLIAGED » B35 iAs—(E5E5EE PRy

i S AN

Gentiles

Remnant

Cient

5 3R] I AHA
Is. 1:9 (LXX with Rom. 9:29), 6:13, 37:31, 43:5, Jer. 23:3,8 u@ygi’“‘" God's
221:9 (++TBARH9:29), 6:13, 37:31, 43:5, Hf 23:3,8 Srpeehe

A A BLAR

d. The messiah has come to “plant” His remnant Israel on earth

as kingdom first fruits (for those with ears to hear) G R E A
%%EX rdﬂ?ﬁé_l *‘tﬂﬂ@ﬁ%%{f%fﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ%&%% Abrahamic Covenant & SR L RNER

(\\\Dﬁﬁjg E/JA IETE)




- Interpreting Parable of the Sower h
3 Fr R TR 1YY LIy :

Basic principle for all 8 parables in Matt. 13: Any understanding

of a parable of the kingdom must fit within the wider scope of e
| the gospel of the kingdom revealed throughout Matthew G
& BAXEs 13 EHFE 8 (ELtmeIEARIRA : ¥EELUIRAE IR {

#HWAT e B XEEPRERIIEEE SR ERZEE

o a. Kingdoms without Borders: The spiritual kingdom proclaimed by Jesus threw R

A open the boundaries of God’s working from the narrow outward confines of race, ]

S geography and politics to encompass His rule over Israel, the nations and the
| unseen realms

| EERNERE | RHASENBREETE S TIENRR » {8 « HIBA
i BUAHRBIMERS] - ERIMEIES] « BEK S HENEs

2o b. Christ centered: Somewhere in each parable the king is there bringing in the
kingdom until the messiah’s coming B

i MEEATL : £EELED  THEELELRDE - BHBRERE /




Interpreting Parable of the Sower

R IR ) L My

Basic principle for all 8 parables in Matt. 13: Any understanding
of a parable of the kingdom must fit within the wider scope of
the gospel of the kingdom revealed throughout Matthew

BXiEa 13 EFA 8 ELLimpIEARIREA : ¥E ELLipIEoiERE

#H BT B XEEPETHEERSIIEEREZEE

c. KTZ: The time frame of the gospel focused upon the need for immediate
response to the kingdom rather than to the future (“at hand”)

5 ERIFAEsEE | ESNEREREEREESVHEENORE
( TB&3al )

» TIAREARIR

d. Personal focus: The gospel of the kingdom shifted responsibility for action and
obedience from the leaders and government of Israel to the individual hearer
(“repent”)

EARNRE : BENBSETERIBERNEERLUSIINBMABITEREIER
BASL ( MEsd )
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