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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second
half of the gospel
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Matthew 13: the gospel of the Kingdom
has come to an obviously critical moment g
in Jesus’ ministry
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1. Great Popularity among Galileans and
surrounding Gentile provinces ) pakT 2.0F 2 [

AERIRAFE B 958 15 K 2 f;ﬁﬁy,

2. Dangerous Opposition from the leaders Sl s Sl
of Israel
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Matthew 13 clearly begms the second
half of the gospel
SAEE 1 35 FEIMER rEENERIFET

4 Unique Characteristics of Jesus’ Kingdom Message

HRSAIEIE A2 4 EEY5 26

1. The Kingdom Jesus revealed was vast:

ot s

i( included heavenly realms, global rule,
A E

multi- racial redemption and unseen - TERRITORY
spiritual conflict
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2. Kingdom time zone (KTZ) shifted from
a future millennial kingdom to the
kingdom coming now
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Matthew 13 clearly begms the second

mAfEE

half of the gospel
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4 Unique Characteristics of Jesus’ Kingdom Message
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3. Kingdom entry shifted from religious
00d works to a spiritual relationship
with the King
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. Israel’s Messianic kingdom was - S KING DOM :
exclusive whereas the kingdom gospel |
invited all mankind to enter the
kingdom
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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second
half of the gospel

mAtEE | SEFEMEHR T BENERFED

Jewish history adds to the mystery of the kmgdom of the heavens
| BEENMAT R ZE ]

1. The Jews understood that the kingdom of Israel was a foreshadowing
of God’s Eternal ngdom
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a. There was a covenant, kings, earthly glory, and times when God ruled
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b. There was also sin, 1dolatry, captivity, and a falling short of God’s
Kingdom
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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second g’
half of the gospel ;
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2. They looked for a future Kingdom MYST
of righteousness under a new ERY
covenant, and a victorious

Messiah from David’s line who
would establish Israel as a
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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second
half of the gospel

mAEE 13 iR T EEmNEIFED
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-Jewish history adds to the mystery of the kingdom of the heavens :
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3. The kingdom of the heavens Jesus preached was a mystery
to Israel
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a. Kingdom time not future (but began with John and Jesus coming)
REINRFEAERR, MRV RIS S

b. The “mystery” of the kingdom could only be understood by a
revelation of Jesus Himself as ordained ruler over Israel and the church
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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second
half of the gospel
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Jewish history adds to the mystery of the kingdom of the heavens
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4. Jesus’ claim to be Messiah was questionable to those looking for a
powerful, invincible political King
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a. He encountered violent opposition from Israel’s kingdom
T A DA £ 51) 1 A B R
b. Jesus’ parables seemed to define God’s kingdom outwardly to include people
compromised by corruption and sin

) HR R B Ly foL~F e i 10 1B EE A AR EE 1 R FRA0 I B 24 g A\ o
? c. At the heart of this kingdom mystery lay God’s plan of redemption- a | d
(3‘ mystery unknown until the King’s death on the cross -
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Matthew 13 clearly begins the second
half of the gospel
mAEE 1 3FARMER rmalRFElD

gThe Disciples needed to understand the ngdom more fuIIy
: PITEPI T 22 58 25 52 = K mio sl

A. The disciples heard the King teach on
: the inner nature of the kingdom and
righteousness
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B. The disciples saw the King do many
. mighty acts by His authority
FIEE R EBEMBIERIT T P2 KENSE

1. 12:28 The kingdom seemed to come upon them
when Jesus ministered

12:28 B HRER AR 25 b > (B 8 ADL T s 2 A A1 B |

2. But Jesus seemed indifferent to taking any outward :
militant or political stand
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Matthew 13 clearly begms the second
half of the gospel
mAEE 1 3FARMER rmalRFElD

gThe Disciples needed to understand the ngdom more fuIIy
: PITEI 522 BB 2 58 = BYGR e

C. What they saw and heard raised two
questions that needed explanation
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1. When and how would this anticipated, visible
kingdom come?
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2. How explain the growing opposition and

criticism for their master despite his huge
popularity with the people?
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Matt. 13.10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to
them in parables?”
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Matt. 13.11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.
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! Matt. 13.12-13 “For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have
} an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken | :
? away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables... o
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Matthew13: Parables Defined

with’ implying that a comparison is being made
Ex - Kl FparaballoMEERE "HESFES "EHZTIT, o BRIETEETIR

D = X xr = e i —3
9 EXEE 1358 | LthiNESE E
,. I A. Definition: Gk. word paraballo means “to set beside” or ‘parallel ‘i
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1.The simple definition: parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning
BENER: LheEEBXRSRIM LS
2. Parables are stories that did not happen but are true to life. It’s not a fable
LR BEEIRNNE, BAEnPEENNESE. EAEES
3. Parables when found in the Old Testament were called “proverbs” which
are short parables (usually 2 contrasting or comparing verses)
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L3 4. Jesus is seen by Matthew as a “wise scribe” who drew spiritual lessons =

: from the whole physical universe B
= BB [EENXT] , MEEEDENTFEPRNEELIZE 5
3 a. The laws of the universe illustrate the laws of the Spirit of God §
= FEHIERRE SHNBNEE b
i b. The whole universe is filled with lessons of a spiritual nature i
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Matthew13: Parables Defined
BEXES 135 : [LIRNESE

“God has hidden his spiritual truths in the physical creation. Jesus’ use of
them are not arbitrarily chosen illustrations. They belong to one another.
It is not a happy accident that they are analogous. The entire moral and
visible world with its kings and subjects, its sun and its moon, it’s
sleeping and it’s waking, are all the variety of operation is one mighty

parable.”

R.C. Trench “Notes on the Parables of our Lord”
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Matthew 13:Parables Use

BAEE 138

Eb TRy (& A

Matthew 13 emphasizes that Jesus switched his ministry at this point
and began to teach primarily through the use of parables

EMatt. 13.10 Then the disciples came and said to
:him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”

EMatt. 13.11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has

: of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.

:does not have, even what he has shall be taken
‘away from him.

i because while seeing they do not see, and while
Ehearmg they do not hear, nor do they understand.
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:been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom :

K132 LA

EMatt. 13.12 “For whoever has, to him more shall be
given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever :

AFALLIRI SR BEE

-

nfrnn Rl FH ELIGIE 2 |

S RAPIRIZE > A I A AP RT2E

FLIZA W AT A - {ﬁ%
wE -

| 1313 FRLLTR B - SR
:Matt. 13.13 “Therefore 1 speak to them in parables; 5
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Before Matthew 13, no full parables had been spoken (7:24, 9:16, 11:16, 12:43)
EELXRE135ELA ’ iBREEATZAILLRE (7:24 > 9116 © 11:16 © 12:43)
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Matthew 13:Parables Use
BEXEE 135 * [LRER

Matthew 13 emphasizes that Jesus switched his ministry at this point

and began to teach primarily through the use of parables
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A. Jesus used parables as a two-
edged sword to both reveal and

hide kingdom mysteries
1. To his disciples, parables would
reveal kingdom mysteries

2. To others, the parables would only
reveal their blindness 13:13

B. The parables, when spoken,

differentiated between the ‘haves’

‘and ‘have nots’
1. What do the “haves” have?

2. What are the “have nots” missing
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Matthew 13:Parables Use
EAXmEE 135  tbhkn{ER

Matthew 13 emphasizes that Jesus switched his ministry at this point
and began to teach primarily through the use of parables

AMRE 13558 @ HRERTELLISOE 7 RbAYESS © E 2 RInALLEREE

Matt 13.34 All these things Jesus said to 5
. the crowds in parables; indeed, he sazd j(13 34 335 HBIEHR R FH b eyt 5 Aﬁ

nothing to them without a parable. 56 o A HEEm » BEA %JL

Matt 13.35 This was to fulfill what was fb AT ELEE

i spoken through the prophet: oy
. “] WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN 1(13 35 E@EL\%%M% jﬁ

. IWILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN | | FPRlSie -
SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE '
WORLD.”




Matthew 13:Parables Use
EAXmEE13%  tbh{ER

S N LY

d s

- - y . o e 2 M
3 . ) ot 4 ViDgs ; ry s AT
Y e D N d Y - '
Y % AfF. M Wb . s Nt >
r".“,.(:. {‘ .'tn' o 5. "‘kl:‘ il ,; il W AN . :
¢ T STe pos BRI g

S e G

Matthew 13 emphasizes that Jesus switched his ministry at this point
and began to teach primarily through the use of parables
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C. Jesus used parables as a
defense to hide clear reasons S S
his opponents might find to (=) HBRRFALLIIRIEREE © RS
accuse or have him killed el #4 F O] BEFX SR IS R A S
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. Matthew again finds OT |
fulfillment as a proof that the ) BB RBIREANEERS - 32
Messiah was using God’s very BAsHE D FH T SRR R I§

strategy to reveal spiritual TR Ekﬁ%g‘ﬁm EEEY)
things hidden since the

beginning
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Matthew 13'Parables Use
EAXEE ttﬂﬁﬂ’ﬂﬁ%

Matt 13.14 “In their case the prophecy of
. Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says,
‘“YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT
QR NDERSTAND, ﬁﬂzﬂ*ﬁ%ﬁ  EBTLRTOR
YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT o,y MRS AAS
WILL NOT PERCEIVE; e b

. Matt. 13.15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS | Hﬂ  BRBRER  AIFERS
. PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULI,
WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY ~ : A13: 15
ZZEI%RI,“HEYHAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES - ERERMERTCE
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH | = ARAS = 7 uIEIEEEaEE ' HoRI
THEIR EYES, - R 0EEER 0 BESEK 0 HEE
HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, A o
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR i
HEART AND RETURN,
AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.’




Matthew 13:Parables Use
EXES138

FblaiH{E A

Matthew’s quote from Isaiah 6.9-10
suggests a redemptive motive
for sharing in parables

1. In Isaiah JHVH speaks from a
heart of disappointment as he
sends the prophet out

a. The people are indeed dull of
hearing, seeing and unbelieving
in heart

b. So he sends the prophet
anyway that his words may be a

judgment upon them
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Matthew 13:Parables Use
BEAXmEe13%  tbh{ER

Q0 VH says, (=) B2 - SBERFIER : "FA......
“otherwise ...and | would heal i%E.)EAEwAm,AFE LB 5

= E/80 _HE|/J\

- [ A suggestion that ) SELLEERTAY S TR AR BERY
the words ironically just might

3 . [o] &iEl
turn someone listening around ALL
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3. Jesus as a wise scribe is also (=) HREREES—(ZE2RARSSZT ' 1B
speaking parables redemptively IASEER S RIS o B My

in the hope of ‘piquing’ the o g
interest or exposing some inner e BB HY e R IR AL HY

hunger in the hearer Ali&

.r 3 .0 o7 Y AF WL,
s NTAR ATl WA et

4. So parables which ‘seem’ to be (F1) Eilt > R S R — :
hiding something may actually = ML it &
be filled with clues for the hearer | | 27020 ttg; J:,Ié M;Jﬂgii = < i{

if he will pursue further light P > FIEE
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Matthew 13: Interpreting Parables
BAXEE13E okt

Basic principles EZY/5H|]

1. The basic meaning of a parable should be simple and not be obscured
by over zealous interpreting or spiritualizing of every word

LEIREARASEREZREE ' AEXEARE AR IEEIGSEEFENRR
MM

2. Application of the parables must be restricted to the definitions and
limits prescribed by any explanation of the King
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3. A parable of the kingdom must have an immediate application (in 28
A.D.) as well as a wider relevance to Israel’s past and church history
13:51-52
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Matthew 13 Interpretmg Parables
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4. A consistent definition of figurative terms must be applied throughout
a group of parables and be in line with the term’s use throughout

cripture
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a. A list of terms from the parables in Matt. 13: Sower, man, seed, birds,
field, sun, thorns, fruit, enemy, reapers, servant, harvest, tree, leaven,
meal, woman, treasure, merchant, pearl, net, seashore, fish
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b. The meaning of a term should be consistent when used in more than one
parable: sower (3), seed (3), field (3), man (3), birds (2), angels (2)
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5. Any understanding of a parable of the kingdom must fit within
the wider scope of the gospel of the kingdom revealed throughout
Matthew
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a. Kingdoms without Borders: The spiritual kingdom proclaimed by Jesus
threw open the boundaries of God’s working from the narrow confines
of race, geography and politics to encompass His rule over Israel, the
nations and the unseen realms
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b. Christ centered: The hope of the kingdom’s coming was focused fully
- Upon the messiah
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c. KTZ: The time frame of the gospel focused upon the need for
Immediate response to the kingdom rather than to the future or past
(‘at hand’”)
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d. Personal focus: The gospel of the kingdom shifted responsibility for | &

action and obedience from the leaders and governments to the
individual hearer (“repent’)
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