


Isaiah 44.24-45.25
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Cyrus:
“Servant by
Sovereign Decree”
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KEY TO ISAIAH 40-48
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4 recurring themes are seen in Isaiah 40-48
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I. THE REVELATION OF JHVH
IS MIGHTY, SOVEREIGN, AND EXCLUSIVE
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< Isaiah’s revelation of JHVH might be summed

up in one word: Sovereignty , :
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< He is absolute king fif: 52 &/ £ I 1 I ’

< There 1s no other Redeemer or Savior
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v He is omnipotent, fifi&4FEH -
omniscient, £ F1HY &!m% N
omnipresent, 8 FF ASTERY

ruler of history, J&& 5 ) £ 52
perfect in purpose and accomplishment
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WITNESSES OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD
BB 1Y Y R

God according to God (1n Isaiah 43-45)
MR B CHYFEIE (FEAEE R 543455 4)

“I,I JHVH, and none before my face a savior. I am El. Also from today on I He. I work, and
who will reverse it? I, I HE who blots out thy transgressions. I first, and I last; before my face
there 1s no Elohim. Is there an Eloah before my face? Yea, there 1s no Rock; I know not any. I
JHVH, maker of all things. | AM I AM ( JHVH) and there 1s none else; before my face no God.
Former of light, Creator of darkness: Maker of peace, Creator of turbulence: I JHVH do all
these things. God-righteous and a Savior; there i1s none except Me. Before my Face be saved all
ends of the earth; for I am El and there 1s none else. Only in JHVH - of me shall they say- are
righteousness and strength. I am El, and there i1s none else; Elohim, and there is none like Me. I
HE; I am First, yea, I am last. I, I have spoken. I have declared it.”
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2. IN ISAIAH 40-48 WE SEE AN UNENDING CYCLE
OF ISRAEL COMING SHORT OF GOD’S GLORY
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1. First God 1s revealed 1n all the glory of
His Sovereignty and Grace
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2. But the people choose 1dols instead of “I
am” and fall into carnality and captivity
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3. God then promises to bring them back to
His blessing
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4. Meanwhile through the cycle a remnant
of Israel ‘sees’ Him and believes the
gospel
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2. IN ISAIAH 40-48 WE SEE AN UNENDING CYCLE
OF ISRAEL COMING SHORT OF GOD’S GLORY
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1. First God 1s revealed 1n all the glory of
His Sovereignty and Grace
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ed and fall short
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2. But the people choose 1dols nstead of “I | @;ﬂ
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3. God then promises to bring them back to S U
His blessing ica
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4. Meanwhile through the cycle a remnant
of Israel ‘sees’ Him and believes the
gospel
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3. ISAIAH 40-44 1S A REVELATION OF THE WAY OF
SALVATION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
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I. Man cannot be saved by his own
righteousness but must come weary of

-

sin to receive God’s grace B askils as O/{ J
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2. The Lord offers Israel both an immediate 3 ##F41% = U
way of redemption from Babylon and the 5 g (Y
promise of a future spiritual redemption \% . ; k s N4
by faith in His suffering servant ° ERPEPYTLL TS0 e
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4. ISAIAH 40-44 IS A REVELATION OF THE

SOVEREIGN SAVING GRACE OF GOD

MEIRAt TR, HRAHL
2. He will blot out their thick cloud of

(9 ) LAFEaE40-44F E%EAWEEJ%I&UAETJE&T

1. His salvation 1s offered even to the sinful,
1dolatrous, and unfaithful

sins and transgression

e R A 2
. He will send His Servant to take away
the enmity and penalty of sin
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. He will then pour out His Spirit
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upon those He has chosen
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THE EFFECT OF BELIEVING IN A GREAT GOD
IS SPIRITUAL ENLARGEMENT
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« Eagle life is given to the weary and doubtful
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¢ Abiding confidence is given to
the fearful
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& Vision transforms those weary
of religion
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& The Spirit is outpoured upon
those who turn from the
weariness of sin
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ISAIAH 40-48 REPEATEDLY FOCUSES UPON 5
DIFFERENT CHARACTERS
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. There 1s God who declares His sovereign grace with 7 “Thus saith’s™
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There 1s the Servant of the Lord whose coming fulfills the gospel

courtroom to ‘put up’ or else admit the futility of 1dolatry
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. There are the nations with their 1dols who are challenged 1n the cosmic
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. There 1s Israel in her backslidden blindness and 1dolatry who see but

cannot perceive and hear but do not believe
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. Finally 1n the background there 1s a remnant in Israel who ‘sees’ their

Saving God and believes the promises of redemption
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ISAIAH 45-47: FURTHER DETAILS OF JHVH AS {
SOVEREIGN ‘RULER OVER HISTORY’ ‘

DAEREER45-475: BRRISIE RN THEE XS] WEDHE |
’_‘————w

I. God is not just transcendent above it all in majesty

and holiness
FIR (75 SR AT L — ) Historical
2. The Living God will reveal Himself through the S .
events of Israel’s history Y relg nty
T AT DA 551 4 b SR OT ML ik fi 3 5
3. God will prove to be ‘ruler over history’ by

raising up Cyrus his servant
o157 208 2 Bt ) £ N A1 MG R B 2
B SR

Understanding izl=

4. God will redeem Israel through his sovereign vessel the Rule of God :
Cyrus who will bring Israel back from Babel Over a Fallen World e
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yrus: the Bible Record
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ISAIAH 44.24-45.8 CYRUS IS GOD’S MESSIAH
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: 4228 Cyrus 1s ‘My shepherd’ who will lead his people back to Judah |
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foundation shall be laid.”
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. 44.28 Cyrus will declare “Jerusalem will be rebuilt and the Temple’s

I H. T B AR o 45 AR
. 45.1-3 Cyrus 1s God’s messiah who will be led by God’s Hand 1n subduing

nations and kings, breaking Babylon’s doors, and gaining the hidden gold
treasures of the Lydian empire (Asia minor)
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that JHVH alone is ruler over history
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45.4 Cyrus has been called out by name before birth even though Cyrus did not
know JHVH until he saw his name written
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. 45.4-8 Cyrus will be raised up for the sake of Israel and to show to the world
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EZRA 1.1-4 2CHRON.36) CYRUS STIRRED BY GOD
LARR#IRC1:1-4 (BAE T36H) thlRthaED

1. God stirred up the spirit of a gentile king
D 7 E AN E R
2. Cyrus acknowledges that God has given

him his power and appointed him to build
the temple 1n Jerusalem
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3. Cyrus also took from the Babylonian
treasuries all the remaining Temple

furniture plus gold, silver and brass, to
send back with Zerubbabel
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yrus: Josephus’ history of the Jews
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THE ROMAN RECORD OF JOSEPHUS (70A.D.)
i KRR (FEAR 704 Y 2 Fg Rk

Antiquities of the Jews - Book XI JEKABIEY — £+

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE YEARS AND FIVE
MONTHS FROM THE FIRST OF CYRUS TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT.
CHAPTER 1.

BIREEOIEER TR AT 253 FEH{EFBIFER

EIE

HOW CYRUS, KING OF THE PERSIANS, DELIVERED THE JEWS OUT OF BABYLON AND
SUFFERED THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY AND TO BUILD THEIR
TEMPLE, FOR WHICH WORK HE GAVE THEM MONEY.
SATBESIAARBERARELCRIEN, WRMFIROE BRI
RILTHE, MTERLEMFI.
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1. IN the first year of the reign of Cyrus (1) which was the seventieth from the day that our
people were removed out of their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the captivity and
calamity of these poor people, according as he had foretold to them by Jeremiah the prophet,
before the destruction of the city, that after they had served Nebuchadnezzar and his
posterity, and after they had undergone that servitude seventy years, he would restore them
again to the land of their fathers, and they should build their temple, and enjoy their ancient
prosperity.



THE ROMAN RECORD OF JOSEPHUS (70A.D.)
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Antiquities of the Jews - Book XI JEAXARIEH) — 5+

1. IN the first year of the reign of Cyrus (1) which was the seventieth from the day that our
people were removed out of their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the captivity and
calamity of these poor people, according as he had foretold to them by Jeremiah the prophet,
before the destruction of the city, that after they had served Nebuchadnezzar and his
posterity, and after they had undergone that servitude seventy years, he would restore them
again to the land of their fathers, and they should build their temple, and enjoy their ancient
prosperity. And these things God did afford them; for he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and
made him write this throughout all Asia: "Thus saith Cyrus the king: Since God Almighty hath
appointed me to be king of the habitable earth, | believe that he is that God which the nation
of the Israelites worship; for indeed he foretold my name by the prophets, and that | should
build him a house at Jerusalem, in the country of Judea."
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THE ROMAN RECORD OF JOSEPHUS (7OA.D.)
BRI 20 8 R(FE1R 704 1) 4 16 Re 2k
Antiquities of the Jews - Book X| KAL) — B1+—

HOW CYRUS, KING OF THE PERSIANS, DELIVERED THE JEWS OUT OF BABYLON AND SUFFERED
THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY AND TO BUILD THEIR TEMPLE, FOR WHICH WORK HE

GAVE THEM MONEY. (cont.)
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2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of his
prophecies; for this prophet said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision:
"My will is, that Cyrus, whom | have appointed to be king over many and great nations,
send back my people to their own land, and build my temple." This was foretold by
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was demolished. Accordingly,
when Cyrus read this, and admired the Divine power, an earnest desire and ambition
seized upon him to fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most eminent Jews
that were in Babylon, and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back to their
own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem, (2) and the temple of God, for that he
would be their assistant, and that he would write to the rulers and governors that were
In the neighborhood of their country of Judea, that they should contribute to them gold
and silver for the building of the temple, and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices.
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2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of his
prophecies; for this prophet said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision: "My
will is, that Cyrus, whom | have appointed to be king over many and great nations, send
back my people to their own land, and build my temple." This was foretold by Isaiah one
hundred and forty years before the temple was demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read
this, and admired the Divine power, an earnest desire and ambition seized upon him to
fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most eminent Jews that were in Babylon,
and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back to their own country, and to rebuild
their city Jerusalem, (2) and the temple of God, for that he would be their assistant, and
that he would write to the rulers and governors that were in the neighborhood of their
country of Judea, that they should contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the
temple, and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices
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VL CYRUS
" "'M EDD-PERSIA KING OF PERSIA

£ W B E 5
‘ *E-"’G'Ezﬂﬁ (590-530B.C.) ol
l R 1 3
(FRT590-5304F) B olalbils

1. A Phars1 shepherd who conquered the Medes and the Lydians to form the Persian
(Pharsi) emplre around 550B.C.

—(LIARR PY A B ANEAR ¥ B B RN, FETRHTS504E 22
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2. Conquered Babylon in 540B.C. by draining the Euphrates and slipping into
Babylon through the river gates while Babylon was partying

T FHiS40FEAE AR T E e, B B Lo fm B EE R, #8535 Hisz 2h 3 hi i Ak,
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3. According to the cylinder’s history it was God calling him “My shepherd”

(Isa. 44.28) that stirred Cyrus to send the Jewish remnant back to Jerusalem in 538
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CYRUS
KING OF PERSIA

BRHEFE &5

(590-530B.C.)

R , SRR RIS
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4. Cyrus was unique 1n three ways:
AR =7 Th B Rk
a. His monotheistic Zoroastrian beliefs #py—8zRIE 28 o B /E(=A0D

b. His form of governing through Satraps (local rule)
fERRE (MHHs) ETEENEIL

c. His religious tolerance to the national rellglons across his realm
EMEENELT FEENHRERINE

5. By his death in 530 B.C. he had formed the largest empire in
ancient history extending to India
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Part 2 Isaiah 45.8-25
o b VAFE R F45:8-25
Seminal metaphor of Election: the Potter
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Yet, o Loed,
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' * You are the, cotter;
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ISAIAH 45.9-10 JHVH TAKES ISSUE WITH HIS CHILDREN
WHO QUESTION HIS SOVEREIGNTY OVER HISTORY

PAFEEE 545:9-10 BRI B SE /e R 52 P R 7 R H R

Woe to those who argue with JHVH

AR AR FHAVER 1

1. Does the creature critique his Creator?
 BEERRLTR

2. Does the pot question the potter?

- AR R IR

3 Does the child argue about his conceptlon?
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In context, what is the real question here?
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How can JHVH pick a
. gentile to be His
. anointed servant?
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ISAIAH 45.11-17 JHVH MAINTAINS HIS
SOVEREIGNTY WITHOUT COMPUNCTION

LERINER
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PLZE S 2 45: 11-17 HRA#E

1.
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Do you think the Creator 1s one to be bossed

around?

IR RiE Y R A] DME N A ey 52

raise up ‘sons’ and do what I want for my

people”
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. I raised up Cyrus for the righteous purposes I
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have determined
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. 45.14-17 And I will do even beyond this in

. “I maintain my sovereign right as creator to

order to save and honor my chosen
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ISATAH 45.18-25 JHVH APPEALS TO THE NATIONS
BEYOND TO CONSIDER HIS OFFER OF GRACE

/r-u'
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1. I have not made the world a waste place but a place AR
for you to dwell MARZ KR

N 430 N A AN ) {_{5 HOT}"
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. Listen to my predictions and see that I speak 1n light g ¢ 1A > 7S RHSEIE?
not darkness % ‘i&' g Oouhom"
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. Compare me to your idols and then turn to me and  “* TO THe LORD *

be saved 83 3
PRI R AT H R, SR R —
. I have sworn that every knee shall bow and every ,égi

tongue confess..
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. Only 1n the Lord are righteousness and strength
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THE PARABLE OF THE POTTER AND THE CLAY
JEREMIAH 18.1-11

2 [FEd eI LA
BRIk 18:1-11

V. 6-7 Notice again that God insists on His sovereign
rights as creator and maker
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“* 1. This means God has a plan for everything he
designs - people, nations, the universe.

ERERESHH MR —t)EE—Es1tEl
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" 2. He sets his plan in motion to accomplish His WILL
&l ERBETEI ISt ER

“& 3. No one can frustrate His Will because the end
IS predetermined
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ROM.9.18-24 PAUL USES THESE VERSES FROM
ISA. 45 TO MAKE HIS POINT RE: ISRAELI

PR#E S| DA e F45H MR AR 1S 59:18-244
L8NV RERTIPNGSE L

The point is that God has determined and set in
motion his sovereign plan for Israel - his chosen

] B o E AR IR ) At 6 A 81—
1 ) 388 B P 5 52 By R

% Israel can be either vessels of wrath or vessels of
mercy depending upon their choices

LS o] LIRIErReYesl, Ralliek:Bavas
EEURIMRAFIEYIEE

s 9.23-24 Eventually both Jews and gentiles will glorify
God as vessels of mercy
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¥ Next time
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* Babel’s Fall in the
Hands of JHVH
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