


Isaiah 41 LIAEGE4AE
God Reigns Over Nations
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REVIEW OF ISAIAH 40-66
EZEIIEREL0-665=

The resulting 27 chapters of prophecy
revealed the way of redemption in
three parts from:
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1. The prophetic Word of Promise that the — 52 —
Creator would be the Redeemer (40-48)
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2. The fulfillment of redemption by the Servant
of the Lord’s suffering (49-57)
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3. The completion of redemption’s glory in the
Coming Kingdom (58-66)
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. REVIEW OF ISAIAH 40
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To the 1dolators Isaiah reminded that God alone was the

Omnipotent and Omniscient Creator of heaven and earth-
40.12-24
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Part One: God calls the Nations to
Heaven’s Halls of Judgment
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Is. 41.1

Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the
people renew their strength: let them come near;

then let them speak: let us come near together to
judgment.
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Part One: God calls the Nations to
Heaven’s Halls of Judgment
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Is. 41.21-22

Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth

your strong case, saith the King of Jacob. Let them
bring them forth, and show us what shall happen:
let them show the former things, what they be, that §
we may consider them, and know the latter end of
them; or declare us things for to come.
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Ahe Judge as God
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Part 1: God subpoenas the Nations to settle one question
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“WHO controlled history by 2. Question #2 Who has shaped the history
raising up Cyrus?” of the nations from the very beginning?
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Isa. 41.4 Who hath wrought and done it,
calling the generations from the

1. Question #1 (41.2-3) Who raised beginning?
up the man from the east FEAL:4 SR R, T R AR
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_ e 3. Answer: “I the “l am” - the first, and with
- This prediction would not come about the last: I He.”
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- Notice that “I am” (JHVH) sovereignly

N

controls the history of the man’s < From the beginning “and unto the last” He

SuCCesses shapes the histories of whole generations
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COURTROOM SCENE: ISAIAH 41.21-29
=ZER—= LAIEE41:21-29




COURTROOM SCENE: ISAIAH 41.21-29
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Isa. 41.21-29 "I am” subpoenas the Nations’
idols to prove their power
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A. “The King of Jacob” demands a

3. V. 23 Foretelling what will happen “afterward” =

sign from these idols (like the one history’s finale

He gave re: Cyrus) A 0381 S B3] BREMS-
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1. V. 22 “Predicting” an event in future history
£2280 [f8m] RIRESLH—ESE Isa. 41.24 God sues the idols for false

2.V 22 Revealing the purpose : advertising ; “Fraud.”
and design behind past history LAZErE41:24 HiiesR{B& =Y
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Conclusion: Creator is not only omnipotent
and omniscient but shapes history
‘ham. EYIERNEEREZENREHA, WAREBEEREE

The Creator rejects any Deistic notion that He created the <o
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world, set 1t spinning, then left 1t alone to work out 1ts own
history
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The nations are blind to His Hand and prefer to believe
their little gods can influence their microcosmic little
personal lives hidden from the larger fates determined by
the Stars
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But what about His children? What does bowing before this S
all-powerful Ruler of history mean for the behever‘? SIS > LTSN o~
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Part 2 Isaiah 41: 8-20
F 28 LAELRZE 41: 8-20

“Fear thou not, for I am with thee” 41.10
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41.8-10 The "I am” of history comforts His
children after “Jacob’s Trouble”
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1. Whenever Israel and Jacob are mentioned

Els. 41.8 “But you, Israel, My servant, together God’s predestined choosing comes
: Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of Into view : :

: Abraham My friend, . BELBIINHS—ERIEREE, MOUBR
: : fETEERVIRE
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PR E, R TR S ReE, 2. Evenin paptlwty.and dispersion the “| am
: never rejected His chosen servant Israel
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EIS. 41.9 You whom I have taken from the
:ends of the earth, And called from its

: My servant, I have chosen you and not

Erejected You. E
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. remotest parts And said to you, You are \ THE GOD OF
. ]l;‘f[ Abraham Isaac Joseph




41.8-10 The "I am” of history comforts His
children after “"Jacob’s Trouble”
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3. Now He comforts Israel’s fear with

EIS. 41.10 "Do not fear, for I am with you; Do promises of protection, strength
: not anxiously look about you, for I am your and righteousness

: God  BEhOMRE. MRRASH
' R RRRESIRE

- [ will strengthen you,

: - surely I will help you, E
:- Surely I will uphold you with My righteous °
. right hand.’ :
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41.11-14 Jacob’s fearful history of

persecution overruled by "I am”
41:11-14 WRZEERZBEREEE | =2 | s

1. Israel’s history of persecution is

Is. 41.11 “Behold, all those who are angered used and will be overturned by the

at you will be shamed and dishonored; Those Ruler of history
who contend with you will be as nothing and LISt eEEEERE, T

will perish. s
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have abused and hated you (for My
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41.11-14 Jacob’s fearful history of
persecution overruled by "I am”
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R e e e D L M ot : 3. Lit. in Heb. “Do not fear you
: : worm Jacob, you handful
Israel’
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Is. 41.13 “For I am the LORD your God, who upholds
your right hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will
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; new title for the 1st time in
|saiah:

. Is. 41.14 “Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of
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Redeemer 1s the Holy One of Israel. DAty SR 22 EE B8
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Isaiah 41.15-16 "I am” shall overturn history
using Israel as His righteous senlant
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Is. 41.15 “Behold, I have made you a new, sharp
threshing sledge with double edges; You will
thresh the mountains and pulverize them, And
will make the hills like chaff.
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Is. 41.16 “You will winnow them, and the wind

will carry them away, And the storm will scatter

them,; But you will rejoice in the LORD, You will

glory in the Holy One of Israel.
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1. I will cEange worm Jacob into

Israel my righteous servant to
judge the surrounding nations
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2. In that day Israel will rejoice in
the “I am” whose sovereign
history will end 1n giving glory
to “Qadosh Yisrael”
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41.17-19 "I am” will transform Israel’s
historical landscape from desert to paradise
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Is. 41.17 “The afflicted and needy are seeking water, but there is
none, and their tongue is parched with thirst; I, the LORD, will
answer them Myself, as the God of Israel I will not forsake them.

L4117 W2 N AoKaiia s MR O, &g
$ — HRAN R JE A ftaff
i — DA g b A B Al -

Is. 41.18 “I will open rivers on the bare heights and springs in

the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of

water and the dry land fountains of water.
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Is. 41.19 “I will put the cedar in the wilderness, the acacia and

the myrtle and the olive tree; I will place the juniper in the

desert together with the box tree and the cypress,
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“I am” will not forsake Israel in
the wilderness of her captivity
and dispersion
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Three spiritual metaphors
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1.l Myself” will provide for your thirsty
souls
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2. Open up streams in the desert
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3. Re-forest and re-plant what was your
wilderness
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41.20 all men will come to know that
JHVH rules over history
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The Loving Hand of Qadosh
Yisrael shapes histor
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‘ 1. All men will know that the “hand

Is. 41.20

that men may see and
know, may consider and
understand together, that
the hand of the LORD has
done this, the Holy One of
Israel has created it.

££41:20

I ANF R FE-
B, BHE;

ia e R A2 B F P iy
JE VL6 5 1 BE 5 i Y

of | am” has shaped history
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2. Three-fold knowing:
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- “know;” = objective
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- “consider;” = spiritual
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- “understand altogether;"=
corporately
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"If any man is thirsty, let hit’t}\: come to me and drink.
He who believes in Me," as the Scripture said,

“from his innermost being shall flow rivers
of living water" John 7:37,38
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What stage is your life in right now?
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.for in the wilderness shall waters

— .zv.?break out, and streams in the desert.
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Have weariness or 1dols made you hungry and thirsty?
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What stage is your life in right now?

{REVE IR EEMMEPSER ?

.for in the wilderness shall waters

s .zv.?break out,and streams in the desert.
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Have you hubly crled out to your Redeemer‘7
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What stage is your life in right now?

{REYE IR ETERMEPEEL ?

.for in the wilderness shall waters

S ‘f*_‘-’f’%f_bye{k"oun. and streams in the desert.
— — — Isaiah 35:6 mmmueau;
T L e EEkEmE.
o PAZETEE 35:6

Have you drunk of His rivers?
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What stage is your life in right now?
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.for in the wilderness shall waters

-mlreak out. and streams in the desert.
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Have you been transformed from a worm to a righteous one?
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What stage is your life in right nhow?
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.for in the wilderness shall waters
“S.ss e break out.and streams in the desert.
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Have you become a worshipper of the God of your history?
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Next week: Isaiah 42

“Behold my servant”
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