


Isaiah 41 LIAEGE4AE
God Reigns Over Nations
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REVIEW OF ISAIAH 40
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In his old age Isaiah received a new
calling from heaven to herald a

fourfold gospel How do we
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The resulting 27 chapters of prophecy i sections of
revealed the way of redemption in o | 9chapters
three parts from: i egch?
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REVIEW OF ISAIAH 40
EEINENE405

The resulting 27 chapters of prophecy
revealed the way of redemption in
three parts from:

WAL 27 STES, HSHHRET 11TV
ISRt FI ]71.1: '1[\12;115\.1’].\1

1. The prophetic Word of Promise that the p— ja a—
Creator would be the Redeemer (40-48) e T, N
EEEENRS RSN TR FATHERIN
MEE (40-48F) ' QLY §
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2. The fulfillment of redemption by the Servant
of the Lord’s suffering (49-57)

e ENENZEMANE SREE
(49-578)

3. The completion of redemption’s glory in the
Coming Kingdom (58-66)
TR E2REREIEIE 2T S KEBRYRIE (58-66F)




#1 ISAIAH 40.1-11-

In chapter 40:1-11 7£40:1-11{8
The promise of redemption XESRIFESTF —
Voice#1 Glad Tidings of grace
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Voice#2 Glad Tidings preparing the way for His

Coming
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Voice#3 Glad Tidings of the Word of the cross
which sanctifies
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Voice#4 Glad Tidings of God’s Witnesses to His

Presence
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GOSPEL VOICES FROM HEAVEN
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“Your sSins are forgiven.
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Your iniquity is pardoned’
(saAa 40:1-2)
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. REVIEW OF ISAIAH 40
BEUBLEAI0E

To the 1dolators Isaiah reminded that God alone was the

Omnipotent and Omniscient Creator of heaven and earth-
40.12-24
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But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with vzinéé
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and

2

they shall walk, and not faint. :
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Now in Isaiah 41 God continues to declare His
greatness as Ruler over History
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Part One: God calls the Nations to
Heaven’s Halls of Judgment
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Is. 41.1

Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the
people renew their strength: let them come near;

then let them speak: let us come near together to
judgment.
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Part One: God calls the Nations to
Heaven’s Halls of Judgment
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Is. 41.21-22
Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth Ve i [
your strong case, saith the King of Jacob. Let ther .S Aicdae a5 God

bring them forth, and show us what shall happen:
let them show the former things, what they be, that
we may consider them, and know the latter end of
them; or declare us things for to come.

2£41:21-22
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The case being tried: which of the
ocods controls history?

=FHiE: HEBEHEERER?
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T ignificant -
F;laeﬁl,szsjjf - What is truth ?
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1. Is history influenced by various gods oris it ruled |t ER TR TrE = T
A08. E BRI B

by one God?
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2. |s there any truth we learn from the seemingly
random history of the world?

rElEmEREeD, RPTEtE

and Fundamentalism

EE; I]I% ? Peter Vardy

“As a philosopher of religion, Peter Vardy is unsurpassed.”
John Waters, Dialogue




The case being tried: which of the
ocods controls history?

=FHiE: HEBEEHEERER?

The ISSUES are significant
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3. Is there meaning behind the difficult events of Israel’s history?
The rise and fall of nations?

T BIINEERNHSHERBITERERNR? JIEHERE?

4. Does Isaiah 41 see history as cyclical or linear?
EE4SERE BIEHIENIREERIER?

5. How would knowing God rules and over rules history bring men hope?
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If God is not acting through history,
life has no ‘meaning’
MRHLBREEELITE > E0MRE B

“In the world it is called Tolerance, but in hell it is
called Despair... the sin that believes in nothing,
cares for nothing, seeks to know nothing, interferes
with nothing, enjoys nothing, hates nothing, finds
purpose in nothing, lives for nothing, and remains

alive because there is nothing for which it will die.”
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God subpoenas the Nations to
settle one question
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Is. 41.2 “Who has aroused one from the east
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whom He calls in righteousness to His feet? //fr//%'?w
“WHO controlled history by

raising up Cyrus?”

He delivers up nations before him and subdues

kings. He makes them like dust with his sword,
T2 3 [F m g 2
as the wind-driven chaff with his bow. [ 'ﬁ%.a%i,liﬁ_ﬁﬂ M SERESE? |
1. Question #1 (41.2-3) Who raised

FeAL:2 EAE R 5 BLE — A» BARAMKBIMET 0 he man from the east
Wee HRAIZE RS B A2 fth, FEMLE R £ oy (41:2-3) ek i — A2
At AR EE A A I ), JEIKIBERSE  _ This prediction would not come about

R HL ] S for 160 yrs.
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: - Notice that “l am” (JHVH) sovereignly
safety, by a way he had not been traversing controls the history of the man’s

with his feet. successes
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Is. 41.3 “He pursues them, passing on in




2. Question #2 Who has shaped the history 41.1-4 God subpoenas the Nations to
of the nations from the very beginning? appear and settle the question
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Isa. 41.4 Who hath wrought and done it, 41 1-4 #IEIRFE guZE, A fFRERE

calling the generations from the
beginning?

FE4L:4 SEITE BUlE 3 e ]S A JERAe? When God Becomes History

3. Answer: “I the “l am” - the first, and with the Rabbi \-,\,i.’ ik |IL T} s
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< History really is “HIS story” |
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< From the beginning “and unto the last” He ¥ gl ‘ ‘
shapes the histories of whole generations RN
according to His purpose for His chosen
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4. The closing authoritative argument:
“I He »
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Isaiah 41. 5-7 Nations respond as they run back in fear to try
and strengthen their idols rather than to “reason together”
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Isaiah 41.5-7 The Nations’ response is fear
which resorts to idolatry
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Is. 41.5 The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of
the earth were afraid, drew near, and came.
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Is. 41.6 They helped every one his neighbour; and
every one said to his brother, ‘Be of
good courage’.
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Is. 41.7 So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith,
and he that smootheth with the hammer
him that smote the anvil, saying,

It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened

it with nails, that it should not be moved.
£ 41:7 RIS ENSRIE, FISEST Y6 By RORhFT A 1Y,
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1. The “isles” refers to all nations
of world
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2. What is the answer the nations
give based upon this response?
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ERETE?

“When people stop
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COURTROOM SCENE:
ISATIAH 41.21-29

ZEN—% LAZF510341:21-29

“] AM>” DEMANDS THE NATIONS’

IDOLS NOW PROVE THEIR
POWER
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Isa. 41.21-29 "I am” subpoenas the Nations’
idols to prove their power

LAEnE41:21-29 8B | Fe= | ERIIEIRIBIR
A <Tie King o sacorr Nones BAHPIRYBE

demands a Sigll fI’OIIl these ..............................................................
idols (like the one He gave
re: Cyrus)

IHEFRYA | EZEAME
fE YR ER (I an s 1 B
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V. 21 “Prove your case” by either:

F2160 | FBIRMRAIEM | FF=E
LATRRY:

1. V. 22 *Predicting” an event in
future history

52281 [48] REKREER
—ES4
2.V 22 Revealing the purpose

: Is. 41.21 “Present your case,” the :
LORD says. “Bring forward your :
strong arguments,” The King of  :

: Jacob says.

%41 :21 HRANERMER AL, AR 2 2 EARIMAY
: SN, HER B IR ZOZ IR
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Is 41.22 Let them bring forth and declare to
us what is going to take place; as
for the former events, declare '
what they were, that we may
consider them and know their
outcome. Or announce to us what

' is coming; '
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Isa. 41.21-29 "I am” subpoenas the Nations’
idols to prove their power

LAEnE41:21-29 8B | Fe= | ERIIEIRIBIR
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A. “The King of Jacob” demands a sign
from these idOlS (like the One He E. ...................................................................... E

gave re: Cyrus) Is. 41.23 5
[ HEE | BB ZAE K 5E ED;tclare t;zeti;lhi:gs that a;{'e goir;i t: come
y y = -ajterwara, tnat we ma now tnat you :
(Al T B o 1 Ik ) s . i
EIndeed, do good or evil, that we may
3. V. 23 Foretelling what will happen “afterward” = : ;yxiously look about us and fear
history’s finale together.
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would all men fear and bow down before you ~ : [FlEIA '
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Silence fills the Heavenly

Courtroom
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41.21-29 God’s Renders His Verdict:
the idols of the nations are “frauds”

41:21-29 #AYFR . SIERIBIZE | R+ |

1. 41.24
Isa. 41.24 God sues the idols for false :Behold, you are of no account, and your work
advertising : “Fraud!” :amounts to nothing; He who chooses you is an :
TR 0 :abomination. :
A} g % . a= == /p3 y u = : :
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1. V. 25 “First let me reiterate my Is 41.25 E
prediction with more detail.” :“I have aroused one from the north, and he has :
F2568D0 |""§"515 | ERPIFAIMER  :come; from the rising of the sun he will call on
REE= : My name; and he will come upon rulers as :

:upon mortar, even as the potter treads clay.” :

P41 25 WAL T IE — N 5 MBRSRER AR >

5 TEH iz Hfis - b2 R -
IHRER2KE, > TithE IEsmile —BK




41.21-29 God’s Renders His Verdict:
the idols of the nations are “frauds”

41:21-29 #RIFIR: SIERIEERE | B+ |

Isa. 41.24 GOd sues the idOlS f()r fa]se ;.."."."."."."."."."."."."."."."."."."."."".""""""""";

advertising : “Fraud!” 2o Lh :
5° ' : Who has declared this from the beginning, that :

LATEEEEA1:24 thicaR(BIR E{REY we might know? Or from former times, that weg

BE [ BizE! | :may say, “He is right!”?
: Surely there was no one who declared,
2. V. 26 “Now, did any of the idols : Surely there was no one who proclaimed, :
predict anything like that? No!” : Surely there was no one who heard your words. :
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3. V. 27 “But I told Zion all about this Is. 41.27 g
beforehand. I gave J erusalem a : “Formerly I said to Zion, ‘Behold, here they ~ :
prophet with good news.’ ‘are.” and to Jerusalem, ‘I will give a messenger
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41.21-29 God’s Renders His Verdict:
the idols of the nations are “frauds”

41:21-29 #RYFR : §UI'_'IETJ1%1%!E | BR— |

:Is. 41.28 :
: “But when I look, there is no one, and thereis :

:no counselor among them who, if I ask, can
: glve an answer.
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Isa. 41.24 God sues the idols for false
advertising : “Fraud!”

LAFE R E41:24 iR {BREFRRY
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4. V. 28 “Behold, there 1s no idol nor
idol-inspired man who can answer
these charges™
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41.29 Heavenly Halls of Justice brings
down a verdict

41:29 BRBIRIEZET T 5 —EF IR

VERDICE N2 =0 0 e i e i
God laughs them out of court S h

*Uy& 552980 — tHTEREIP St E”Behold, all of them are false;
' : Their works are worthless, :

éTheir molten images are wind

:and emptiness.

 $%41:29
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“What is the power of idolatry?”

| FHBERDERAE? |

1. It fills the heart with a substitute for God
(1Cor.10.14, 1John 5.21)

‘BT T AR (bkRf10:14, #5—5:21)

2. Behind an 1dol is a lie of a ‘happiness’ which
promises freedom, meaning, security, power or
anything which will gratify our self-love

(BRI R — AR R E . ERR H
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- So sin itself is only the surface problem. Lust is our
captured hearts believing a lie and acting
FILASEN A S R ERENEE. KEEI I
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- The lie: Jesus (your Life) is not enough nor can He
satisfy
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We see in this passage how strongly the
Lord feels about idolatry
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. It robs the believer of abiding in Him as the wellspring of life

ERE S EREEEHMER DM/ EREmIRRIIHL

. Faith is undermined and is replaced with superstition when someone trusts in an idol
SBEANBEERE, BWMRRIEIAXSAHTE
. Not only are idols nothing but the ido R

worshipper becomes small minded,
shallow and vain
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. In the end those who trust in idols come
away empty handed

REPLEEHBENABSZEFMER

P




Conclusion: Creator is not only omnipotent
and omniscient but shapes history
‘ham. EYIERNEEREZENREHA, WAREBEEREE

The Creator rejects any Deistic notion that He created the <o
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world, set 1t spinning, then left 1t alone to work out 1ts own
history
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The nations are blind to His Hand and prefer to believe
their little gods can influence their microcosmic little
personal lives hidden from the larger fates determined by
the Stars
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But what about His children? What does bowing before this ATea O [ R e
all-powerful Ruler of history mean for the behever‘? SIS > LTSN o~
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