


Isaiah’s Higher Calling
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Isaiah 40.1-11
Isaiah’s higher calling
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15 years of silence ensued until
Hezekiah’s reign ended
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s — [s With Hezekiah’s great victory over
B Assyria, Jerusalem felt invincible
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** Whatever reforms were made in

worship and life proved outward and
temporary
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¢ Hezekiah’s pride has opened the
door for Babel’s captivity
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Judah continued in her spiritual

‘Sleep’ Isaiah 6.9-10
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*t What more could Isaiah say?
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*k Jerusalem’s bacﬁisliding
continued and deepened
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*# ldols absolutely filled the city
with King Manasseh’s reign
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The signs of national inward decline have
always been the same
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= Prosperity whose roots in hard work and ethics
are forgotten
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= Pride that takes credit for blessings
and privilege
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~ Religious activity with no connection
to moral justice or personal holiness
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The signs of national inward decline have
always been the same
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< An obsession with idols and a perversion
of sexuality
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< Ajustice system riddled with bribery
and favoritism
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+ Leaders who prove so corrupt
the people lose faith in them
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Old Isaiah and his message seemed finished
and only awaited righteous fulfillment
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** God promlsed judgment would come
from Babylon
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= But surely

beyond judgment?
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** And where Is Immanuel and his
promised coming?
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1 promised something




God Sovereignly spoke again!
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JHVH was not through

with Isaiah
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® There was a higher calling
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® A newvoice was needed
Sl

® (Godwoulddeclare His full

counsel through Isaiah
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Hab. 2.3

“For the vision is yet for the
appointed time;

It hastens toward the goal and
it will not fail.

Though it tarries, wait for it;
For it will certainly come, it
will not delay.
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God Sovereignly spoke again!
W EZHIBIRRE T !

JHVH was not through

W|th Isalah

Isaiah 42.9

Hab. 2.3

“For the vision is yet for the
appointed time;

“Behold, the former things are come to pass,

and new things do I declare:

before they spring forth I tell you of them.
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counsel through Isaiah
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“A new Word” T—LE3TAYRERE
® God is calling Isaiah again to a fuller,

\{“ richer message
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® A message so high that Isaiah
would exclaim, “Who hath
believed our report?”
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t“{our sSins are forgiven.
Your iniquity is pardoned.”

(isAa 40:1-271




Isaiah 40-66 - Isaiah rises to his 4th and highest
calling: bearing the “testimony of Jesus”
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Delitzsch comments on Isaiah’s heavenly
vision which transcended time and history

i BB 55 2y S LA & oa i itk B 52 #l B [l HY
BRERERE

“... our prophet rises to a new height at which he soars from chapters 40 to the end.
After the fall of Assyria... Isaiah broke away from his own times - ‘the end of all things’
became more and more his home... It was the revelation of the mystery of the

incarnation of God, for which all this was to
prepare the way.”
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Isaiah 40 - higher calling
LIFEEE405 - EnE'JIEF”

® Isaiah 40.1-2

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God.

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem,
and cry unto her, that her warfare 1s
accomplished, that her iniquity 1s 52
pardoned: for she hath received of the B
LORD’S hand double for all her sins.
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" THERECAME
'AVOICE FROM HEAVEN
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I As miraculous in content as HIS vision

R 50 yrs. before as His vision now XA
became inward and transcendent |
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Isaiah 40.1-11: Isaiah’s new vision begins
with a call from Heaven which acts as the
prologue for the rest of Isaiah
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JHVH speaks 4 times in 40.1-11
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1. Each time avoice is heard from heaven

F—REBREXLHIES
% Each time a man is called to take up the heavenly call
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3. Each time the message of good news is revealed
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4 Each message reveals JHVH’s heart for his people
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These 4 glad tidings opened
up a whole new dimension
of God’s working which
was fleshed out and
explained in the

remainder of
|saiah 40 - 66
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Isatah 40.1-11 declares the theme of the
remaining chapters

¢ PEBEEL0:1-118

These prophecies were fulfilled on several levels as before
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a. There 1s no immediate fulfillment to Israel as Isaiah is seeing events
in the distant future
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b. The end-time fulfillment of a time of Israel’s return to glory 1s

prophesied
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c. A personal fulfillment of his words can always be based upon
hind the prophecies

ageless principles bel
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Isaiah 40.1-11 declares the theme of the
remaining chapters
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Butnow a fourth level of fulfillment s included:
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d. The gospel fulfillment with (i

Immanuel’s advent
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#1-ISATAH 40.1-11 FUTURE
~ KINGDOM FULFILIMENT
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#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZEREE40:1-11 KRR ERYFER
Is. 40.1 Comfort, comfort my |

people, says your God.

I. Firstvoice — A8
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ZRN R E L. A. 40.1 Voice of ‘comfort’
Is. 40.2 Speak tenderly to 40:1 275 s~z
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Jerusalem, and cry to her that

her warfare is ended, that her 1."comfort, comfort my people”says

iniquity is pardoned, that she - your God. |
has received from the PRAMA PSR 22 RN | itk
LORD'’S hand double for all 3. Isaiah receives a new calling as “a
her sins. » - voice” declaring glad tidings of comfort
£240: 2 (a new departure from his former voice
O S HS B 3 A S 22 B B EE, L[] emphasizing righteous judgments)
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#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZEnE40:1- 11 *%.rﬂﬂr%ﬂi

Is. 40.1 Comfort, comfort my

people, S aur GOd-h ¢ l. F Irstvoice EF_'.—ﬂErb 25
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Is. 40.2 Speak tenderly to 40:1 22 B

Jerusalem, and cry to her that 1. “Nachmu. nachmu ami”

her warfare is ended, that her (“comfort, comfort my people”)

iniquity l:S pardoned, that She, - saysyour Cod.

has received from the LQRD S T 22 M?Jal?lflﬁili

hand double for all her sins. b Th

4540: 2 | | . These words were spoken in
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Isaiah 40.2

Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is
pardoned, that she has
received from the LORD’S
hand double for all her

Sins.
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#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

B .40.2 specific ‘comfort’ was to be done

with utmost mercy and tenderness
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1. “Warfare is ended”
rF&eml

2. “iniquity pardoned”
[fEEmRd
3. Double payment has been

made for all your sins”
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4. Coulc JHVH Sabbath be this tender?
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5. What has happened?
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VOICE#1 GLAD TIDINGS OF MERCY'S
TRIUMPH ISAIAH 40.1-2

£—EZT: UEDRE40: 1-2
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40.1 Voice of ‘comfort’
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“Comfort, comfort my people” says your God.
- “Your warfare and enmity are ended”

fRIPIBY 48958 :
[MRfIERE. ZEEHBE. |

® - “Your warfare and enmity are ended”
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The proclamation was as
though God had reckoned as
done the captivity yet to come
and the judgments yet to be
meted out
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It begs the question, “Wait.
Who pald double for all this?”
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Isaiah 40.3
A voice cries: “In the wilderness |

prepare the way of the LORD
& |F840: 349 NEEWCE L :
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II. Second Voice & _ (B2

A.40.3 Voice of “preparation’
40:3 8 T BB
1. Avoice calls out from heaven
—(BERERRXNITFEE

2. A voice calls out on behalf of heaven
(Isaiah is called to be that voice)

—(ERERMITIRNES
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#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

3..JHVH is coming to earth Judah has a vital part in His coming

HRFOEEZRRBM =, Ml ARG S BRI #EERD




B . 40.3-5 Call to “prepare for His coming’ #1 zsaﬁ(% ;li}zlgugurﬁfi%g;ﬁﬁ%f;ggem
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1. “Clear the way in the wilderness for JHVH’s coming.”

& %%HB*DEHQEU%ﬁﬁ;%{gEEﬁH@E% | Isaiah 40.3

A voice cries: “In the wilderness

a. “King’s” highway into Zion must be: prepare the way of the LORD;
| [ £ | EANSZREYER: | make straight in the desert a
NS e highway for our God.
- “straight” [EHY) 2£40: 3

- “valleys filled up and leveled MUEZiEim. EY] |4 \sHER: AT
- “mountains and hills” flattened [ /)\ L) fEZ=ISE HE I ) %, AE VTR HIAE ~F- A"
- “rough terrain” grated [IZIEEVHIEL] EHEEERE FHRTE.

- “ridges” removed (&S] EBHBRE Fedinneii

Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be
made low, the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough
places a plain.
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B.40.3-5 Good news reason for
‘preparation’ : “Coming is
iImminent!”
40:3-5 | 818 | IFiEE2HY
FEZ | BERFERT! |

1. a. “Clear the way in the wilderness for
JHVH'’s coming.”

[ ~EESFIZERRIZRMFIRREF
HY B
b. Then the glory of the Lord will return

to its Home in Jerusalem
(shekinah returns)

#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

Isaiah 40.5
Then the glory of the LORD will
be revealed, And all flesh will

see it together; For the mouth
of the LORD has spoken.”

££40: 5

RN Y SR A0 SR BB 5
JUA ISR Y 26— [F) B T 5

K Ryie 2 BR A2 B LT Y -

&

REBNSRSOFNEREES S

BYZR (fBRYRIEERD)

2. The Glory of God will be revealed to all
mankind when this happens
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ISAIAH 40 THE FOURFOLD CALL
LEDRZ405- OENFS

Voice #2 Glad Tidings: Israel prepares the holy
pathway for Immanuel’s coming - Isa. 40.3-5

FEAET FEE: e 5ELIENFIRYREST
FE{EEERYERR (240:3-5)

- “prepare ye the way of JHVH.”
[FEfEERFEERY S

- ‘make His way straight, level and smooth
in your life” -

.........
--------------
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I11. Third voice SE =(E &=
A.40.6 Call withyour ‘confidence’

40:6
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inthe Wordof JHVYH
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‘Cry out” - JHVH commands his
servant to proclaim this comforting.
gospel as the truth
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2. ‘I said, ‘What shall | cry out?” (Isaiah

reticent to proclaim these things after
such an unfaithful history )
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#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

Isaiah 40.6
A voice says, “Call out.” Then he
answered, “What shall I call out?”| <
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Is. 40.6
A voice says, “Call out.” Then he

answered, “What shall I call out?”
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness

is like the flower of the field.
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Is. 40.7

The grass withers, the flower fades,

When the breath of the LORD blows

upon it; Surely the people are grass.
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Is. 40.8

The grass withers, the flower fades,

But the word of our God stands forever.
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B . 40.6b-8 Trustin the Word of God

#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

as your confidence of His Coming
40: 6 |~ -8 HHAE #i Y IEAE R AR AHAE L <
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1. Israel's flesh is as weak as grass
Whenever the winds of testing

blew, all the ‘beauty’ of Judah’s
faith and holiness faded away .
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Is. 40.6
A voice says, “Call out.” Then he

answered, “What shall I call out?”
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness

is like the flower of the field.

F840:6 5 NERL: TIRBAE. | H—
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Is. 40.7

The grass withers, the flower fades,

When the breath of the LORD blows

upon it; Surely the people are grass.

FR40:7 T LR, fe b JR5E, KR HRAIZE
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Is. 40.8

The grass withers, the flower fades,
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But the word of our God stands forever.

#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

|B.40.6b-8 Call outtrustingthe <

Word of God to be our confidence
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2. But the success of Jerusalem’s .
glory is based upon the unchangeable
Word of God not their flesh
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o febe = #1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
IV. Fourth voice SE{E=5 - BIEEA0:1-11 KARE SIS
A. 40.9 Voice of “Gospel Proclamation’

40:9 e | W
® 1. Avoice calls out from heaven again “Get yourself up
on a high mountain”

X—EESRKARLEERL : [{RESSW
2. The remnant (Zion, Jerusalem) is to tell glad tidings
to the cities of Judah

iRk (B2 ~ HRisile) 2155 R I8HGIEARY
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Isaiah 40.9 D55 B 2 40:9
Get yourself up on a high ) ‘
mouJI;tain, . HIFAE B4 80 2 ) ],

O Zion, bearer of good news, | |[#RELEE 1; =B

Lift up your voice mightily, S R e
O Jerusalem, bearer of i HR et Sl v (O BT, A 22

good news; W . SR B
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Say to the cities of Judabh, ‘
“Here is your God!” [ =g R N 1 R P
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> S #1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
B.40.9b-11 Messlage Otfi g(:spel - IR A40:1-11 KRR
prociamation '

40: 9 R-11 s gz |18 40.10
i 1' ;‘F?i] AR E/”n ‘“* |\Behold, the Lord GOD will come

& 1."Here is your GOD!” |\with might, With His arm ruling for
MEE(/RFRYgTE! | Him. Behold, His reward is with
2. Declare the “arm” of JHVH Z;Z.And S IORE R |
HRFNER TBEE. BES J640:10 FHBRIHE L A LB,
a. 40.10 - His mighty ruling arm with - L 55 A Rt A . At )
his rewards and recompenses B AR At IR, A ) A
when He comes fthL TED R o

40:10- Eaﬂﬂ:{éﬁuuﬂj MARBERY . |Is. 40.11

Tofeb s R (e RasNER e | Like a shepherd He will tend His
flock, In His arm He will gather the

lambs And carry them in His bosom,
a shepherd who carefully feeds and He will gently lead the nursing ewes.

leads
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b. 40.11 - His gently gathering arm as




#1 Isa.40.1-11- future kingdom fulfillment
1-LAZE s E40:1-11 K2R E E I FER:R

S0 we see the future application to Israel
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1. The gospel voice declares comfort, a return to Jerusalem, a new revelation of
God as a Mighty Shepherd, and a gospel that will be accomplished according to

His unchangeable Word
mElNBEEES 7 <Rl REBESL, BEFERSZEMARIREUR,
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2. Centuries before John the Baptist ever fulfilled this prophecy, Isaiah was called
to be the gospel voice in the wilderness ‘preparing the way’ for the Lord.
T EIREEE SRR ICH] B RERA R = e
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3. But the fulfillment of a kingdom would only be partial until Jesus comes in His
Kingdom
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